Lesson Material
Case Studies: Direct, Representative and Blended Systems

Case Study 1

Your school wants to ensure that it models effective democratic decision making. Issues include social events, such as deciding about dances; budgets, such as whether to buy more computers or sports equipment; and, school conduct, such as whether there should be a dress code. Sometimes decisions need to be made quickly, and teachers are concerned about the amount of time needed for students to vote on all the issues that arise throughout the year. Should the school adopt a direct, representative or blended system for making decisions? 


Case Study 2

The sports team on which you play wishes to model fair and equitable decision making. During the year there will be many decisions to make, including selecting a team captain, deciding on the style for a new uniform, deciding whether to become a co-ed team and deciding when to hold practices. It is important that everyone has input into the decisions but there are many times when a team representative will need to make decisions, such as placing orders or booking facilities. Should the team adopt a direct, representative or blended system for making decisions?


Case Study 3 

A small town of 1500 people is considering changing the way decisions are made. The town includes about 950 adults over the age of 18. Each month, the town council meets in a hall large enough to hold the entire adult population. The town wants to ensure that residents have an opportunity to voice their concerns and have their suggestions considered, but it is also important that the town be able to make decisions in a timely manner. Residents are concerned about government costs: there is a small budget surplus and residents do not want to go into debt. Should the town adopt a direct, representative or blended system for making decisions?

Case Study 4

Leaders in Canada are thinking about changing the democratic system so that it is more effective and efficient. They hope that the changes will increase citizen participation in the decision-making process. Their concern is the time it takes to involve all Canadians in the process. Some leaders are concerned that most Canadians do not know enough about important issues to be able to make wise decisions. Others are concerned about the cost of involving Canadians directly in the decision-making process and they prefer to spend the money in other areas. Should Canada adopt a direct, representative or blended system for making decisions?
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