Lesson Material
Country of Izpod

Izpod is a small country with a population of three million people. After a careful study of how other countries are governed, the citizens of Izpod have decided to change how their government is chosen and how it works, to make it a more effective democracy. The citizens of Izpod want to make sure that their government reflects the four principles of an effective democracy. 
Currently, the government has two levels: a group of elected representatives who propose and debate laws, and a group of appointed representatives who make the final decisions on laws. All men over the age of 25 are allowed to vote for someone who will represent them and make decisions for them in government. Not all men are allowed to serve in government. In order to be elected in Izpod, you must be a male who has gone to university and has at least $100,000 in cash or other assets (land, cars, shares in companies). Those elected to represent their regions, travel to the capital city where they offer suggestions for new laws and changes to existing laws. The elected representatives also take part in debates about what new laws should be created and how existing laws should be changed. Their suggestions are recorded and passed on to a smaller group of government officials who are appointed by the president. Final decisions about which suggestions become laws and which laws should be changed are made by the president and the small group of appointed representatives. 
Citizens of Izpod are encouraged to offer suggestions to the government and to make requests of government but criticism of the government is not allowed. Anyone who criticizes the government could be arrested and put in jail. The media—television, radio,  newspapers, Internet sites, magazines—is allowed to report on the debates that take place in government and the changes to laws that are made but cannot be critical of the decisions or actions of the government. Newspapers, radio stations and television stations that criticize the government could be fined or forced to shut down.
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