	Summative Assessment Task: Building a Positive Future

Your investigation of residential schools in Canada has introduced you to Aboriginal experiences and Aboriginal and government perspectives on the topic. While it is not possible to go back in time and undo these past experiences, it is possible to help all Canadians move forward with a better understanding.

You have decided to express your opinion to the editor of the local newspaper about the legacies of residential schools in Canada and to propose ways to create a positive future for all Canadians. You can write a personal response or create a video or other multimedia piece to post on the newspaper’s electronic editorial page.

In order for your submission to have the desired impact, be sure to do the following:
Describe reconciliation efforts

· Describe how various groups in Canada have addressed the effects of residential schools on Aboriginal peoples.

State and support a position
· Based on your research, consider your opinion in response to the following question: 

· How effective have apologies been in addressing the effects of residential schools on Aboriginal peoples? 

· Provide specific reasons to support your position.

Propose a solution
· Propose a solution to the challenge of the legacy of residential schools by responding to the following question:

· Given that the consequences of residential schools still exist for Aboriginal peoples in Canada today, what would be the most appropriate next step to build a positive future among all Canadians?

· Provide specific reasons that explain why you believe your ideas are feasible and will help build a positive future.

Communicate information
· Be sure to use respectful language and consider multiple perspectives as you prepare your submission for the local newspaper. 

· Ask your peers for feedback to help you improve the quality of your written or video submission.

Your contribution is an important way to demonstrate active and responsible citizenship by addressing an issue that affects many Canadians and their communities. 
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