
Communicating for Maximum Impact 
Students will create an article for an online history magazine to communicate whether they 
believe the actions of their selected nation–state during the Second World War were 
nationalistic or ultranationalistic. 

Instructional Support  

A number of possible tasks are provided in this suggested activity. It is not intended that 
you work through all of the tasks, but rather select those tasks and resources that will best 
meet the learning needs of your students. The focus should be on ensuring that students 
have the background and support to be successful with the skill that is the focus for 
assessment (communicate information). 

Setting the Context for Learning 

• To engage students in thinking about effective communication, ask them the 
following:  

o Think of, locate and/or discuss a magazine article or other form of media that 
grabbed your attention and made you keep reading.  

o Think of, locate and/or discuss a magazine article or other form of media that 
you quit reading almost immediately after you started. 

• As a class, discuss the qualities of the articles that grabbed students' attention and 
the qualities of the articles that left students uninterested. 

Communicate Information 

• Provide samples of a variety of magazine articles that use text and images. Engage 
in a discussion with students about which articles they believe are most effective and 
why. 

• Brainstorm a list of characteristics present in an effective article. Some suggestions 
may include the following:  

o balances text and other elements 
o uses tone and language appropriate to the audience 
o provides succinct and relevant information 
o engages the reader. 

• If, during the brainstorming, student responses focus too much on writing 
conventions, such as spelling and punctuation, guide students toward characteristics 
such as those provided in the list above. The learning outcomes from the Social 
Studies 20-4 Program of Studies focus more broadly on the effectiveness of 
communication rather than on the fine detail of conventions. 

• Share with students a piece of writing with many spelling, punctuation, grammatical, 
word choice and/or sentence construction/clarity errors. Ask students to brainstorm 
how these errors limit the effectiveness of communicating the author's ideas. Remind 
students that although there may not be an emphasis on marks for writing 
conventions in social studies, such conventions still impact the effectiveness of 
communication. 

• Discuss with students the importance of organizing their ideas in a logical order to 
provide clarity for the reader. Again, remind students that although there may not be 

Instructional Supports for All Students Social Studies 20-4, Related Issue 2 / 1 
©Alberta Education, Alberta, Canada Communicating for Maximum Impact, 2013 



an emphasis on marks for organizing information in social studies, good organization 
is a very important aspect of effective communication.  

• Provide students with photographs from newspapers or magazines. Ask students to 
examine the captions to determine key elements of caption writing, such as including 
several of the 5Ws in the same sentence. It is important that students understand 
that captions:  

o clarify what the photograph is illustrating  
o help the reader understand the significance of the photograph 
o support a specific position. 

• Brainstorm a list of factors to consider when selecting effective photographs to 
support the position a student has taken (see the Critical Challenges resources for 
this suggested activity).  

Formative Assessment 

Throughout this suggested activity, you will support students in achieving the following skill 
that is the focus for assessment: 

• communicate information 

The following formative assessment opportunity is provided to help students unpack and 
develop the focus skill for assessment. Feedback prompts are also provided to help students 
enhance their demonstration of the focus skill for this activity. Formative assessment 
support is not intended to generate a grade or score. 

Formative Assessment: Assessment for Learning Opportunity 

Communicate Information  

Involve students in peer coaching to provide and receive feedback on how effectively they 
have communicated their ideas. Use the feedback prompts below to provide structure in 
guiding students through this formative assessment opportunity. 

Feedback Prompts for Magazine Article: 

• Do I use appropriate tone and language for a magazine article? 
• Do I share the information in a concise manner? 
• Does my writing interest the audience? 

Feedback Prompts for Images and Captions: 

• Do my images and captions relate to the experiences of the selected nation–state? 
• Do my images and captions connect to the background information provided in my 

article? 
• Do my images show how people's lives were affected? 

These feedback prompts have been incorporated into the Communicate Information: Peer 
Coaching Tool , which can be copied or adapted for student use. Samples of tools created 
for a similar skill within a different formative assessment context may be found in the Social 
Studies 20-4 Formative Assessment Summary .   
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http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/ri2/communicating_for_maximum_impact_activity.html?section=supporting#supporting
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/ri2/ultranationalism_nationalism_gone_too_far.html?outcome=4#focus
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/shared/docs/formative_assessment_tool_for_communicating_for_maximum_impact.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/shared/docs/formative_assessment_tool_for_communicating_for_maximum_impact.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/shared/docs/social_studies_20-4_formative_assessment_summary.pdf
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/shared/docs/social_studies_20-4_formative_assessment_summary.pdf


Linking to the Summative Assessment Task 

• As students communicate information through the suggested activity Communicating 
for Maximum Impact, they will have completed the Summative Assessment Task – 
Ultranationalism: Nationalism Gone Too Far?   

• Students should consult the assessment task and the assessment task rubric  to 
ensure that they have provided the information required.  

• Encourage students to use the feedback received through the formative assessment 
opportunity to make enhancements to their work in progress. 

• If necessary, continue to use the feedback prompts from the formative assessment 
opportunity to coach students toward completion of a quality product. 

• If student performance does not yet fall within the three levels described in the 
summative assessment task rubric, work with the student to formulate a plan to 
address the student's learning needs. 

Suggested Supporting Resources 

Textbook References  

Student Basic Resource—McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Understanding Nationalism: 

• Pages 130–147 Nationalism and Ultranationalism 

Teaching Resource—McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Understanding Nationalism: 

• Reproducible 2.6.2 Factors That Can Contribute to the Development of 
Ultranationalism 

Web Resources  

Web Links for Online Sources:  

• Veterans Affairs Canada website—sections:  History … The First World War, History … 
The Second World War and Story Galleries – A Brief History of Vimy, Artwork – 
Posters (historical wartime propaganda posters)  

• Canadian War Museum: Analyzing Propaganda Posters—Lesson Plan   
• CBC Digital Archives: War & Conflict: Second World War  
• CBC Documentaries: Love, Hate & Propaganda—Propaganda Posters Gallery (a 

collection of propaganda posters from the Second World War for various countries, 
including Canada, Great Britain, the USA, Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union and 
France) 

• CBC Digital Archives: Propaganda and the Second World War (radio and television 
clips)  

Videos:  

• LearnAlberta.ca: 
o The Dark Years 1929–1939: Episode 1  
o The Dark Years 1929–1939: Episode 2  
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http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/shared/docs/summative_assessment_task_ultranationalism_nationalism_gone_too_far.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/shared/docs/summative_assessment_task_ultranationalism_nationalism_gone_too_far.doc
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssisr/html/20-4/shared/docs/ultranationalism_summative_assessment_task_rubric.doc
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/first-world-war
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/second-world-war
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/second-world-war
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/memorials/france/vimy/sg/01_artwork/01_posters
http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/memorials/france/vimy/sg/01_artwork/01_posters
http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/guerre/pdf/4-a-4-all_e.pdf
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/war-conflict/second-world-war/second-world-war.html
http://www.cbc.ca/documentaries/lovehatepropaganda/posters-gallery.html?dataPath=/photogallery/documentaries/gallery_2959/xml/gallery_2959.xml
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/categories/war-conflict/second-world-war/propaganda-and-the-second-world-war/topic-propaganda-and-the-second-world-war.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/aeve/movieLauncher.html?movie=smil/dark_episode_1_ana_cc.mov
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/aeve/movieLauncher.html?movie=smil/dark_episode_2_ana_cc.mov


o The Dark Years 1929–1939: Episode 3    
• YouTube.com website:   

o Make Germany Pay – Part 1 – Weimar, Extremists, Versailles  
o Make Germany Pay – Part 2 – The Ruhr, Hyperinflation, Recovery  
o World War II Short Summary  
o Global WWII Summary  

Distributed Learning/Tools4Teachers Resources: 

• LearnAlberta.ca: Social Studies 20-2 Module 2: The Pursuit of National Interests  

Critical Challenges: 

• LearnAlberta.ca:  
o Support Material: Collecting Information  
o Support Material: Reporter's Log  
o Support Material: Determining Relative Importance  
o Support Material: Considering Options  
o Support Material: Positive and Negative Factors  
o Support Material: Webbing Ideas   
o Support Material: Justifying My Choice  
o Support Material: Writing an Effective Editorial  
o Modelling the Tools: Creating Persuasive and Effective Visuals  
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http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/aeve/movieLauncher.html?movie=smil/dark_episode_3_ana_cc.mov
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YJfOZkriyk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-7YCcZUXmw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7uMldohexl0&feature=fvst
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AdghY-dTYIM
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/t4tes/courses/senior/ss20_2/index.html?l1=home&l2=2-b&page=m2/ss20_2_m2_int.html&title=Social%20Studies%2020-2:%20Module%202
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/collectinginformation_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/reporterslog_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/determiningrelativeimportance_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/consideringoptions_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/positiveandnegativefactors_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/webbingideas_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/justifyingmychoice_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/sssm/html/writinganeffectiveeditorial_sm.html
http://www.learnalberta.ca/content/ssmt/html/creatingpersuasiveandinformativevisuals_mt.html
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